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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) has developed a Preliminary
General Plan / Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for Asilomar State
Beach and Conference Grounds. The Plan (Chapters 1-3) is based on the past
research, previously received public scoping comments and recently performed
planning analysis. Key elements of the General Plan include planning goals,
identification of primary planning issues and preliminary resource management
guidelines for Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds. The Draft EIR
(Chapter 4) evaluates the potential for significant efforts to the park’s land use
and resources (physical, biotic, cultural and social) as result of implementation of
The Plan in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
guidelines. The key elements of the General Plan and EIR are presented below.

PURPOSE OF THE GENERAL PLAN

The purpose of the Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds General Plan
is to serve as a guide for future parkland improvements, such as facility
improvements and relocations, habitat restoration, and historic building
rehabilitation. It reflects the many changes in the park and the surrounding
neighborhoods, the current knowledge of the park’s biological resources, and
current visitor and community needs. It reflects an extensive public planning
process that included contributions from numerous community organizations,
public agencies and other stakeholders within five miles of the park. This Plan is
conceptual by nature, setting forth an overall vision for the park that balances the
recreational and cultural needs of the park with protection of the park’s natural
and cultural resource values.

PLAN GOALS

The Plan’s goals provide broad statements of desired outcomes which state the
Department’s general resource management intentions and provide general
guidance for future management of the park’s resource values. The goals of the
Asilomar General Plan include:

e Protect the learning environment for training center and conference attendees;

¢ Increase the efficiency of park operations, circulation, and parking;

e Improve universal accessibility to park facilities were feasible without harming or
impacting the park’s natural or cultural resources;

Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds GP / EIR ES-1 ESA /202318



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Restore and protect the historic core;

Restore and protect the park’s natural environment;

Protect the park’s ambience and character;

Enhance Asilomar’s sense of place as a “refuge by the sea;”

Enhance the visitor experience for both conference ground and day visitors;
Enhance interpretation opportunities at the park; and,

Be sensitive to the park’s surroundings and local community.

PRIMARY PLANNING ISSUES

The primary planning issues of the General Plan describe the primary resource
constraints and opportunities at Asilomar that have been identified by the DPR’s
previous public scoping and planning analysis as warranting future management
attention.

e Transportation, circulation, and parking. Opportunities exist to reduce traffic
impacts on park resources and adjacent neighborhoods through redesign and
relocation of park structures, entrances, pathways, circulation, and parking.

o Park interpretive and educational resources, programs, and facilities.
Opportunities exist to enhance the park’s interpretive and educational programs
and facilities, particularly related to historic resources, and the history of the
conference center.

e Regional influences and park’s relationship with surrounding areas.
Opportunities exist for enhancing and providing additional beach access to
accommodate the increasing public use.

¢ Growing demand for recreational opportunities and visitor experiences. The
State and the Monterey Bay region continue to experience growing demand for
recreational opportunities. The plan addresses opportunities for appropriate
visitor facilities that may require removal and relocation of existing facilities and
structures while maintaining the existing building to open space ratio. The plan
also addresses the need to continue and maintain the visitor experience while
maintaining the stewardship of the unit’s cultural, ecological, and biological
resources.

e Visitor use impacts on resources. The General Plan evaluates the impacts of
actions identified in the plan and visitor use on resources, including the historic
nature of the conference center and natural resources of the beach.

e Inadequate access to facilities. The Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR)
recognizes the need for universal accessibility and Americans with Disabilities
Act compliance at Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds. Accessibility
features need to be integrated into future planning and embodied in the parks
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

programs, providing visitors, regardless of their abilities, with high-quality
recreational opportunities while preserving the integrity of the park’s resources.

GENERAL PLAN MANAGEMENT GUIDELINES

While the General Plan’s goals provide management direction based on broads
statements of desired outcomes for the park, management guidelines: (1)
describe the physical, natural, social condition or degree of function a resource
must meet to attain or sustain the plan goals, or (2) provide specific direction for
future park management by specifying management actions or resource
standards for interpreting and/or achieving the park’s management goals.

Key future management and park development guidelines proposed by the
Asilomar General Plan include:

e Restore visitor use of the Social Hall to be more consistent with its traditional and
intended use by relocating the current registration and administrative use of the
building to an alternate site. The displaced visitor registration and administrative
offices could be located in a new consolidated Administrative building located
near the Sea Galaxy area and the current Corporation Yard site. Consolidate
both the DPR’s and concessionaire’s administration offices in the new facility.

¢ Reduce vehicle use within the Historic Core and improve pedestrian circulation
and access by relocating the current visitor registration to a location outside the
historic core with better vehicle access. Improve the southern access at the
Sunset Drive and Asilomar Boulevard intersection and possibly develop an
alternate northern vehicle entrance along Asilomar Boulevard. Current entrance
at the Sinex Avenue intersection could be used solely for pedestrian and bicycle
use. Since only emergency and service vehicles would be permitted within
Historic Core, redesign of pedestrian circulation, pathways and reduction of some
roadways could implemented.

e Maintain current lodging capacity and reduce developed footprint at Asilomar.
Future park management should pursue opportunities to remove unneeded
facilities or infrastructure to enhance Asilomar’s cultural and natural values by
minimizing visual intrusions and restoring, when and where possible, the historic
landscape.

e Preserve, enhance and restore Asilomar State Beach and Conference Ground'’s
historic landscape. Minimize adverse impacts to the park aesthetic resources by
visually integrating any new facilities (such as a new Administrative Building)
through siting techniques, building forms and materials.

e Provide improved educational and interpretive information to Asilomar visitors by
enhancing the current interpretative program with greater diversity of interpretive
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

resources, more emphasis on Asilomar’s cultural and natural histories, and more
coordinated and informational signage.

e Relocate the current operations and maintenance center (currently located at
Corporation Yard) away from the historic core to improve park operations and
visitor experience. New location could be at the Forest Lodge area or off-site in
accordance with local, state and federal regulations.

o Consider development of a mid-size conference room facility with greater
operational flexibility to replace meeting space capacity that will be lost from
adaptive reuse or relocation of park facilities (such as the new administrative
center). New mid-size conference facility could also enable removal or adaptive
reuse of other under-utilized existing meeting space.

e Prepare and implement a vegetation restoration and management plan to
protect, restore and perpetuate native plant communities and remove non-native
and invasive species. Resource management programs for restoration,
protection and maintenance of special species wildlife and vegetation should be
developed and implemented. Accommodate appropriate public uses of the
dunes, shorelines and other natural areas within the park. Location of park
facilities, buildings and other infrastructure should be designed and sited to avoid
sensitive plant and wildlife areas, and protect natural habitat. Recreational
facilities should satisfy both user needs and resource protection requirements.
Primary park resources should not be significantly impaired to create or enhance
recreational opportunities. Development within the park should not be of such
capacity, nor of such intensity that significant ecological deterioration of any
environmental factor may reasonably be expected to occur.

RESOURCE PROTECTION MANAGEMENT ZONE

The Resource Protection Management Zone established for this General Plan
describes specific strategies to steer future development of visitor experiences,
facilities, and resource management. Management zoning is an adaptive
mechanism to protect and enhance park resources. It prescribes certain uses
and facilities that are allowed within the area, based on resource compatibility,
but does not designate specific sites for development of specific facilities or
determine the number of facilities to be developed. Site-specific development
with the management zone will be analyzed, designed, and implemented on a
project specific basis. The Resource Protection Management Zone and the
General Plan’s Adaptive Management Program address park carrying capacity.

ENVIRONMENTAL ANALYSIS

Chapter 4 includes an evaluation of the potential for significant environmental
effects to land use, physical resources, biotic resources, cultural resources, and
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

social resources resulting from implementation of this General Plan. The chapter
identifies mitigation measures that would, upon implementation, reduce or avoid
potential impacts, resulting in a less than significant program level impact. The
environmental analysis prepared for the General Plan is programmatic in scope
and does not contain project-specific analysis for the facilities recommended in
the General Plan. However, the General Plan includes guidelines that stipulate
project-level environmental review of area- and site-specific projects, as
applicable, to avoid or minimize any potential adverse site-specific effects to
resources during construction or operation of facilities. Specific projects would
undergo subsequent CEQA review in the future as appropriate.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

PARK LOCATION AND SETTING

The Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds is located on the western
extremity of the Monterey Peninsula within the City of Pacific Grove (see

Figure 1-1). The park fronts approximately one mile of open shoreline and
occupies 107 acres of scenic forest and sand dunes. Approximately 62 of the
park’s acres are undergoing dune restoration to reestablish the natural biotic
community. Fences, boardwalks and trails have been established in the dunes to
provide beach access while protecting restored plant communities by reducing
erosion and trampling.

The Asilomar Conference Grounds is a complex of meeting rooms, dining
facilities, and visitor rooms situated on approximately 45 acres of Asilomar State
Beach and Conference Grounds. The Asilomar Conference Grounds facilities are
located in a prime scenic location that neighbors the community of Pebble Beach
and the scenic “Seventeen Mile Drive.” Figures 1-2 and 1-3 provide an overview
of the existing facilities and features that comprise Asilomar State Beach and
Conference Grounds.

State Highway 1 provides year-round road access to the Monterey Peninsula
from the north and south. State Highways 68 and 156 connect to the coast route
from the major arterials of State Route 101 and Interstate 5 inland. The City of
San Francisco is 185 miles to the north, while Los Angeles is 390 miles to the
south. From Highway 1, Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds is
accessed either via State Route 68 to Asilomar Avenue, or via Lighthouse
Avenue in Monterey. Air connections to major metropolitan areas are available
from nearby Monterey Peninsula Airport.

PURPOSE ACQUIRED

Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds was originally established in
1913 as a training camp and conference site for the Young Women'’s Christian
Association (YWCA). It has been owned and operated by the State of California
since 1956. At the time of its acquisition by the State Park System an additional
35 acres of beach front land was also incorporated as Asilomar Beach. Between
1969 and 1976, the California Department of Park and Recreation (DPR)

Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds GP / EIR 1-1 ESA /202319
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1. INTRODUCTION

acquired 14 privately owned lots for addition to the park. These properties were
located to the east of the original property, on the block bounded by Sinex
Avenue, Crocker Avenue, Asilomar Avenue and Sunset Drive. Most of the small
vacation homes that occupied these lots were demolished, although one rustic
bungalow (located at 825 Asilomar Avenue) was converted by DPR to visitor
accommodations. The house was previously owned by John Steinbeck’s sister,
Esther Rodgers and her husband, as a vacation retreat and Steinbeck may have
written some of his novel “Sea of Cortez” while staying there. The bungalow is
known today as Guest Inn (but is not to be confused with the original Guest Inn,
designed by Julia Morgan that was previously demolished).

The newly acquired properties, called the Fireside and Forest Lodge complexes,
were used to increase the park’s lodging facilities and opened in 1982. The
William Penn Mott, Jr. Training Center, a training center for state employees was
built in 1971-72 and opened in 1973.

SPIRIT OF PLACE

Asilomar Conference Grounds has been part of the Pacific Grove Community for
over 90 years and has been part of the California State Park System for

47 years. During that time, the Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds
has evolved into a world-renowned retreat while maintaining its incomparable
natural and cultural resources.

Asilomar Conference Grounds’ original grounds and buildings were designed by
famed California architect Julia Morgan from 1913 to 1928. The central core of
the Asilomar Conference Grounds, which includes eleven surviving Morgan
buildings, is listed on the National Register of Historic Places and has been
designated as a National Historic Landmark District. During the 1960’s, major
additional improvements and modernization of the conference grounds facilities
were made under the direction of renowned architect John Carl Warnecke and
Associates.

Asilomar provided a camp experience for conferences and training YWCA
members, a history which helps to define its character. “Asilomar”, a contraction
of the Spanish for “refuge by the sea”, has always served as a retreat or refuge
to escape the pressure of the increasingly complex world, a place that provided
recreational, educational and outdoor activities. Today the beach, forest, dunes
and historic architecture create an environment that continues to provide visitors
with this camp-like ambience. The campus-type development, including the
central core of historic buildings, reflects a “rustic aesthetic” which harmonizes
with its natural setting. As a result, the visitor makes a quick transition from their
vehicle to a pedestrian environment. The overall “low-tech”, rustic character of
the facilities provides park visitors with a simple comfortable atmosphere. The

Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds GP / EIR 1-5 ESA /202319



1. INTRODUCTION

ambience that has transcended the years of continuous use still presents a
learning environment for visitors of all levels of income and professional or
private interests today.

The essential spirit of the Asilomar Conference Grounds is as a retreat and a
place to learn and socialize with peers. It is felt that the provision of shared
lodging, the ringing of the bell drawing visitors together around group dining
tables and the opportunity for a more informal classroom structure provide a
climate for such a spirit of casual peer to peer interaction. Asilomar Conference
Ground’s emphasis on history, tradition, and the natural environment evokes an
appreciation of simpler times.

It is a tradition for many conference groups, both large and small, with interests in
academics, crafts, dance or other specialties, to use the facilities year after year.

The typical day for conference attendees is likely to be more organized than they
personally experience in their regular work world. The class day is structured by
the varied and specialized schedules of each conference group’s agenda. The
group also works within the necessary schedules of the concessionaire.
Management of the Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds requires
both recognizing and having the flexibility to meet the diverse needs and
interests of the well organized groups of varying sizes and members and leisure
guests.

Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds and the concessionaire
encourage family groups and others also to use the Asilomar Conference
Grounds as a retreat. DPR wants to maintain the qualities that make Asilomar’s
unique character.

PURPOSE OF THIS GENERAL PLAN

When the existing conditions relating to the original general plan have changed
significantly, it is necessary to develop a new general plan. At Asilomar, the need
to protect the natural and cultural resources, the changing needs of the State
Park System and the concessionaire have combined to create the situation
where a general plan revision is necessary.

A general plan was prepared addressing the Asilomar conference grounds by a
private consultant in 1975/76 and was revised in 1983. The primary purpose of
the 1975/76 plan was to determine uses of the East Woods area, and ways to
integrate the site with the rest of the conference grounds. The 1983 plan
amendment recommended a deletion of the originally proposed expanded
conference facilities next to Merrill Hall, and increased the size of a proposed
new registration facility at the present site of the historic viewpoint building
(Health Cottage). The 1983 amendment also increased the capacity of residential
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1. INTRODUCTION

and conference rooms facilities. Both plans focused specifically on the
conference area portion of the Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds,
but did not include the beach area. Additionally, the original plans did not
adequately recognize the historic value of the buildings designed by Julia
Morgan. Five of the remaining eleven historic structures were proposed for
demolition, to be replaced with new lodge and conference facilities.

Several proposals for new facilities in the 1976 plan were implemented. The
large Fireside conference complex with underground parking was constructed,
the Long View facility was expanded, and the Forest Lodge facility (originally a
motel) was refurbished and expanded with additional lodging and conference
rooms.

The California Park and Recreation Commission approved the 1983 amendment
and also required DPR to further evaluate the historic significance of the Julia
Morgan structures. As a result, eleven buildings and the entrance gates were
included on the National Register of Historic Places as a district in February
1987. The proposed location for new registration and administration facilities in
the 1976 and 1983 plans was on the site of one of these historic buildings. To
move forward on the selection of the new site, a general plan revision is required.

Neither of the earlier Plans adequately considered the park’s environmental
needs or the cultural resource issues associated with its historic buildings (many
historic structures on the conference grounds were subsequently listed as both a
National Historic Landmark and National Register of Historic Places District in
1987).

To address these issues, in 1992 DPR began developing a new General Plan.
One of the key components of that planning effort was to develop more detailed
General Plan inventories and resource policies for the park’s cultural and natural
values. However, due to solicitation of a new operating concessionaire the
planning effort was suspended in 1994.

In 2000, the General Plan process was reinitiated. This current General Plan
includes the previous planning process and direction while updating it to ensure
that the data and analysis used is accurate and relevant to current trends, park
needs and conditions. This General Plan! was prepared by DPR to satisfy the
requirements of the California Public Resource Code (PRC) Section 5002.2,
which states:

1 The general plan is the primary management document for a unit of the State Park System,
establishing its purpose and a management direction for the future by providing a defined
framework for a unit’'s development, ongoing management, and public use. Thereafter, this
framework assists in guiding daily decision-making and serves as the basis for developing
more detailed management and site-specific project plans.

Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds GP / EIR 1-7 ESA /202319



1. INTRODUCTION

5002.2 Following classification or reclassification of a unit by the State Park
and Recreation Commission, and prior to the development of any new
facilities in any previously classified unit, the department shall prepare a
general plan or revise any existing plan, as the case may be, for the unit.

The general plan shall consist of elements that will evaluate and define the
proposed land uses, facilities, concessions, operation of the unit, any
environmental impacts, and the management of resources, and shall serve
as a guide for the future development, management, and operation of the
unit.

The general plan constitutes a report on a project for the purposes of
Section 21100. The general plan for a unit shall be submitted by the
department to the State Park and Recreation Commission for approval.

The purpose of the Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds General Plan
is to serve as a guide for future parkland improvements, such as facility
development, habitat restoration, and historic building rehabilitation This Plan is
conceptual by nature, setting forth an overall vision for the park that balances the
recreational and cultural needs of the park with protection of the park’s natural
and cultural resource values. It also reflects the many changes in the park and
the surrounding neighborhoods, the current knowledge of the park’s biological
resources, and current visitor and community needs. It reflects an extensive
public planning process that included contributions from numerous community
organizations, public agencies and other stakeholders within five miles of the
park.

ORIENTATION TO PARK PLANNING AND THIS DOCUMENT

General Plans provide guidance rather than definitive proposals. General Plans
create an ultimate purpose and vision for park management, while management
and project plans are developed to provide the necessary details for more
specific agency actions, such as the definition of specific methodologies,
objectives, and designs. These more specific plans ensure that maintenance and
preservation activities are implemented so that the goals of park enhancement
and conservation will be achieved. Future specific park and facility projects will
need to comply with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) as well as
all other applicable laws and statues. This may include additional environmental
review and other site studies to assess the potential affects of future proposals.

Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds GP / EIR 1-8 ESA /202319



1. INTRODUCTION

PLANNING HIERARCHY

The following planning hierarchy provides direction for the future of Asilomar
State Beach and Conference Grounds.

Department Mission: For all units of the California State Park System, “The Mission of the
California Department of Parks and Recreation is to provide for the health, inspiration, and
education of the people of California by helping to preserve the state’s extraordinary
biological diversity, protecting its most valued natural and cultural resources, and creating
opportunities for high-quality outdoor recreation.”

Classification: Along with all units that have been designated as “state beach”,
Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds is managed under the direction of
Public Resources Code Section 5019.56 (c).

Declaration of Purpose: A broad statement of direction, unique to Asilomar State
Beach and Conference Grounds, (The Plan, page 3-2).

Park-wide Management Goals and Guidelines: Topical guidance whose scope
is relevant for the entire park (The Plan, page 3-4)

Specific Area Goals and Guidelines: Management goals and guidelines
that clarify goals for a specific area of the park (The Plan, page 3-43).

REGIONAL PLANNING CONTEXT

Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds is adjacent to an established
neighborhood and is also considered a major visitor destination. As a result, the
planning process for the park’s General Plan required a community-based
approach. Public scoping meetings were held in association with both the 1992
General Plan process and the subsequent planning effort in March 2001 and
October 2003 to enable local residents and community members to provide
guidance to the Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds planning
process. In addition, numerous meetings and consultations were held with a
broad range of organizations, community leaders, elected officials, public
agencies and other stakeholders. Results of this scoping have been incorporated
into the current planning process and are reflected in this General Plan.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Several different public agencies have an interest in the Asilomar State Beach
and Conference Grounds planning effort. Those with primary responsibility and
involvement include DPR, California Department of Transportation, California
Department of Fish and Game, City of Pacific Grove, National Marine
Sanctuaries, the California Coastal Commission, and the County of Monterey.

Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds GP / EIR 1-10 ESA /202319



CHAPTER 2
EXISTING CONDITIONS AND ISSUES

EXISTING LAND USES

ASILOMAR STATE BEACH AND CONFERENCE GROUNDS LAND
USES

Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds is generally made up of the
beach/dune areas and the forested conference grounds, totaling about

107 acres. The beach area is mostly a narrow one-mile strip of sandy beach and
rocky coves and it is a very popular place to visit. There is boardwalk leading
from the beach to the Conference Grounds.

The Asilomar Conference Grounds occupy approximately 45 acres of Asilomar
State Beach and Conference Grounds property. Located in a prime scenic
location, the Asilomar Conference Grounds include 317 visitor rooms in 30
buildings, and over 50 conference or “break-out” rooms. The visitor rooms
contain 692 beds and up to 1,095 visitors each night can be accommodated.
Accommodations were without many of the amenities associated with lodging as
no in-room televisions or telephones are provided. The Crocker, Woodlands and
Seascape dining rooms can seat up to 850 visitors and dining is semi-cafe style.

The William Penn Mott, Jr. Training Center is located within the East Woods
complex and the south eastern area of the Asilomar State Beach and
Conference Grounds. The training center provides statewide training for DPR
staff. The training center has adequate lodging and conference facilities for
60 people at a time. On average approximately 1,000 DPR trainees use this
facility between mid-September and mid-June. During the remaining three
months most of the facilities have been available for public visitor use.

The Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds also include a corporation
yard, a general store providing sundries, administrative building, housekeeping
complex with laundry, outdoor swimming pool, and greenhouse. There are 403
parking spaces in addition to 16 accessible parking spaces, 22 reserve or permit
parking spaces and 7 loading zones.
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2. EXISTING CONDITIONS AND ISSUES

SURROUNDING LAND USES

Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds is located within the City of Pacific
Grove in Monterey County (see Figure 1-1). The park is bordered by the Pacific
Ocean to the west. The dominant land uses in Pacific Grove include residential,
commercial, recreation and open space (see Figure 2-1). The residential areas
north of the park are designated in the Pacific Grove General Plan as low density
residential. The Pinos Point Lighthouse Reservation is a park and open space.
Most areas east of the Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds are
designated as low density residential with some medium density residential and
visitor accommodation/medium high density residential. Commercial areas are
located to the south east of Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds,
although next to Crocker Avenue there is also a narrow area of parkland called
Hayward Park. The boundary for the unincorporated community of Pebble Beach
is located to the south of Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds. These
adjoining properties are zoned as open space for recreational use.

PHYSICAL RESOURCES

TOPOGRAPHIC SETTING

The Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds are located on a relatively
level marine terrace surface along the southwest coastline on the Monterey
Peninsula, just south of Point Pinos. Elevations within Asilomar State Beach and
Conference Grounds range from sea level to 90 feet above mean sea level (msl)
between the Pacific Ocean and Sunset Drive. Asilomar State Beach is composed
of partially stabilized sand dunes that form wide and gentle slopes ranging from 5
to 25 percent. The coastal area is covered with windblown sand at depths greater
than three feet and the shoreline is predominantly rocky with headlands and
pockets of sand. The exposed rock along the shoreline has been shaped by
waves and wind.

AIR QUALITY AND METEOROLOGY

The Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds is located in the North
Central Coast Air Basin (NCCAB). The NCCAB is comprised of Monterey, Santa
Cruz, and San Benito Counties.

The semi-permanent high-pressure cell over the eastern Pacific Ocean is the
primary factor controlling the air basin’s climate. During the summer, the high-
pressure cell dominates and causes persistent wind from the west and northwest
over the entire California coast. The onshore air currents pass over cool ocean
waters and bring fog and cooler air into the coastal valleys. The warmer air
above acts as a lid inhibiting vertical air movement. Asilomar State Beach and
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2. EXISTING CONDITIONS AND ISSUES

Conference Grounds has some of the best air quality in the Basin because local
wind generally blows ocean air inland from west to east across the park.

During the winter, the Pacific high-pressure area has less influence on the air
basin. Air frequently flows in a southeasterly direction especially during night and
morning hours. Northwest winds are still dominant in the winter, but winds from
the west are more frequent. The absence of deep, persistent inversions and the
occasional storm systems usually result in good air quality basin-wide in winter
and early spring.

EXISTING AIR QUALITY

To identify ambient concentrations of the six criteria pollutants, the Monterey Bay
Unified Air Pollution Control District (MBUAPCD) operates ten air quality
monitoring stations throughout the Basin. In addition, the National Park Service
operates an eleventh monitoring station at the Pinnacles National Monument in
San Benito County. The monitoring station closest to the Asilomar State Beach
and Conference Grounds is located in Monterey (on Silver Cloud Court) about
eight miles to the southeast. This air quality monitoring station measures ozone
levels. The nearest station that monitors particular matter (PM10) levels is
located in Salinas.

As shown in Table A-1 located in Appendix A, the Monterey monitoring station
has registered values above the State ozone standard on one day during the
1998-2002 period, and it has registered no values that are above the State
standard for PM10 over those five years. The Federal standards for ozone and
PM10 have not been exceeded.

SENSITIVE RECEPTORS

Land uses such as schools, hospitals, and convalescent homes are considered
to be relatively sensitive to poor air quality because infants and children, the
elderly, and people with health afflictions (especially respiratory ailments) are
more susceptible to respiratory infections and other air-quality-related health
problems than the general public. Receptors such as residential areas and hotels
are also considered to be sensitive to air pollution because residents (including
children and the elderly) tend to be at home for extended periods of time,
resulting in sustained exposure to any pollutants present.

Recreational land uses are moderately sensitive to air pollution. Although
exposure periods are generally short in such places, vigorous exercise
associated with recreation places a high demand on the human respiratory
functions, which air pollution can impair. Noticeable air pollution (such as
associated with fugitive dust) also detracts from the recreational experience.
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2. EXISTING CONDITIONS AND ISSUES

The predominant sensitive receptors of Asilomar State Beach and Conference
Grounds are beach and conference grounds visitors. The park as a whole is
considered a sensitive receptor because of it accommodates overnight stays and
provides recreation facilities. The land uses surrounding the park are also
sensitive receptors to air quality. This includes the residential neighborhoods
north of the park along Pico Avenue and east of the park across State Highway
68, as well as the golf course immediately south of the park (The Links at
Spanish Bay).

LOCAL AIR POLLUTANT SOURCES

Emissions sources on the conference grounds include stationary activities, such
as space heating, wood fires, cooking, and water heating. The visitor rooms and
meeting rooms have wood-burning fire places. There are also a barbecue grills

located near the Mary A. Crocker Dining Hall and a recently added bonfire area
at the Surf and Sand volleyball area.

Motor vehicles are the primary sources of air pollutants on and near the
conference grounds. Use of the Phoebe Apperson Hearst Social Hall as the main
registration facility draws a substantial amount of automobile traffic into the core
of the park, and visitors may drive to several parking areas before finding a
parking space. Other motor vehicles at Asilomar include delivery vehicles at the
loading dock, commercial trolley, buses and taxis visiting the Phoebe Apperson
Hearst Social Hall, concessionaire vehicles, and DPR and other state vehicles.
Poor circulation and the lack of appropriately placed parking in the Conference
Grounds results in excessive idling of cars and buses.

HYDROLOGY

SURFACE WATER

Surface water bodies within Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds are
limited due to underlying high permeable sandy soils which allow for rapid
percolation of stormwater. The sole freshwater body is Majella Slough, located
south of Sunset Drive. Rain runoff from the park and other surrounding areas are
channeled into Majella Slough and eventually drain into the Pacific Ocean
southwest of Asilomar. Within the state park lands, Majella Slough encompasses
approximately one acre and includes valuable riparian habitat.

Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds’ most significant water resource
is the adjoining Pacific Ocean. The intertidal and subtidal zones off the Asilomar
coastline are designated as the Pacific Grove Marine Gardens Fish Refuge.
Additionally, as discussed below, both the refuge and surrounding ocean waters
are part of the larger Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary.
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2. EXISTING CONDITIONS AND ISSUES

GROUNDWATER

The groundwater underlying Asilomar is likely to be relatively shallow and
brackish due to saltwater intrusion from the Pacific Ocean, although granidiorite
bedrock which underlies Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds at
varying depths restricts the downward migration of groundwater. There are no
ground water resources that have been identified within the planning area
(California Department of Water Resources, 2003).

FLOODING

Potential flooding within Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds is
minimized by underlying sandy soils which have a high permeability rate.
Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds is not located within a 100-year
or 500-year flood zone, as designated by the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) (ESRI-FEMA, 2003).

WATER QUALITY

Wastewater System

Historically, the wastewater system at the Asilomar State Beach and Conference
Grounds has on occasion been detrimental to ground water quality. Wastewater
from the west side of Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds runs
through eight inch lines diagonally north through the dunes and the line continues
on Sunset Drive. The existing Pacific Grove sanitary system is old and includes a
large amount of terra cotta pipe. Maintenance issues with the pipe system are
common; and the lines historically clog five to seven times a year, causing water
to back up in the dunes. A grease trap device was installed in 1998 which has
helped reduce grease buildup in the wasteline. However, wastewater piping is in
poor condition and consequential blockage and seepage continues to occur.

Surface Water

Water pollution can be a critical problem associated with urban runoff. As a
receiving water body for storm and surface water runoff from surrounding areas,
Majella Slough is sensitive to water pollution from the neighboring storm and
surface drainage which ultimately finds its way to the Pacific Ocean. The
potential for eutrophication? from neighboring golf course irrigation and
landscape runoff is of concern, although the slough has not experienced
problems in the past, unlike nearby Crespi Pond.

2 Eutrophication is a condition where high nutrient levels in water bodies trigger algae blooms.

Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds GP / EIR 2-6 ESA /202319



2. EXISTING CONDITIONS AND ISSUES

Marine Waters

There have been few water quality problems in Monterey Bay and the nearby
Pacific Ocean associated with municipal sewage disposal since the consolidation
of sewage treatment facilities for the Monterey Peninsula in 1971 and the
provision of a new outfall about two miles offshore in the center of Monterey Bay.
Additionally, efforts have been undertaken to increase monitoring and regulation
of discharges from fishing boats, sailboats, and other marine watercratft.

Water quality in Monterey Bay and near-shore portion of the Pacific Ocean is
sensitive to stormwater runoff pollutants, generally the most pertinent factor for
the Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds. As previously discussed, the
Pacific Grove Marine Gardens Refuge and the larger Monterey Bay National
Marine Sanctuary receive stormwater runoff from the park after its short journey
through Majella Slough.

GEOLOGY AND SOILS

GEOLOGIC SETTING

Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds lies within the geologic region of
California referred to as the Coast Ranges geomorphic province.3 The Coast
Ranges natural region is between the Pacific Ocean and the Great Valley and
stretches from the Oregon border to the San Ynez River near Santa Barbara.
Discontinuous northwest-trending mountain ranges, ridges, and intervening
valleys characterize this province. The Sierra de las Salinas and Santa Lucia
Range lie southeast and south, respectively, of the Asilomar State Beach and
Conference Grounds, while the Salinas River Valley is to the north.

Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds lie within a geologic unit called
the Salinian Block, an elongated northwest-southeast segment of the Coast
Ranges, bounded to the east by the Sur Naciemento fault and the San Andreas
Fault to the west. The Salinian Block is characterized by basement rocks, such
as granite, that are overlain by more recently deposited marine sediments.
Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds is underlain by granitic bedrock
and sand deposits, the latter created by erosion and wave action in the mid to
late Pleistocene (1.6 million to 700,000 years ago). Surficial materials which
compose Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds consist of Holocene-
age (10,000 years ago to present) sand deposits (CGS, 2002).

3 A geologic province is an area that possesses similar bedrock, structure, history, and age.
California has 11 geologic provinces.
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2. EXISTING CONDITIONS AND ISSUES

SOILS

The Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds shoreline is predominantly
exposed granite with pockets of sand, bordered on the landward side by a low
coastal terrace or bluff. The sand supply for Asilomar’s beaches comes from
wave erosion and weathering of the local shoreline rocks, as opposed to other
Monterey Bay beaches where beach sand is derived primarily from stream and
river sediment.

In addition to the exposed granite, there are four soil types present at Asilomar
State Beach and Conference Grounds including; dune land, coastal beaches, the
Baywood series and the Tangair series. These four soils form on gently sloping
to 15% slope and have moderately rapid to very rapid permeability. The erosion
hazard of the soils at Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds varies
depending upon the slope and proximity to the ocean. Table A-2 in Appendix A
presents the different soil types in the Asilomar State Beach and Conference
Grounds area. These soils have a low shrink swell potential i.e. they expand and
contract a minimal amount in wet and dry climates.

Wave erosion of the beach is common during storms of moderate intensity and is
an integral part of the natural coastal process. Eroded sand is deposited offshore
but is returned to the beach by waves during periods of calm weather. Spring
winds then carry the sand into the dunes above the beach. In this way, the
effects of erosion during storms are balanced by the subsequent accretion and
dune building during calmer conditions. Currently, as a temporary remedy, rip rap
has been used to reduce the wave erosion occurring to sections of the Asilomar
State Beach and Conference Grounds coastline adjacent to Sunset Drive.

SEISMICITY

The Coast Ranges of California contain both active and potentially active faults
and is considered a region of high seismic activity (see Figure 2-2 and Table A-3
in Appendix A). The 1997 Uniform Building Code (UBC) locates the Monterey
Peninsula within Seismic Risk Zone 4. Areas within Zone 4 are expected to
experience maximum magnitudes and damage in the event of an earthquake.
The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) Working Group on California Earthquake
Probabilities has evaluated the probability of one or more earthquakes of Richter
magnitude 6.7 or higher occurring in the San Francisco Bay Area within the next
30 years. The result of the evaluation indicated a 62 percent likelihood that such
an earthquake event will occur in the Bay Area before 2030 (USGS, 2003).

There are three principle fault zones in the region: the San Andreas and
Monterey Bay Fault Zones to the northeast, and San Gregorio Fault Zone to the
southwest. All three of the fault zones trend northwest to southeast. These fault
zones are defined by the State of California as being “active” since they have had
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2. EXISTING CONDITIONS AND ISSUES

surface displacement within the last 10,000 years. The Nacimiento Fault Zone
and the San Andreas Fault Zone forms the western and eastern boundaries,
respectively, of the Salinian Block. The San Gregorio Fault zone runs parallel to
the coast and represents the westernmost zone of active faulting in the Monterey
Bay Area. These faults are known as right-lateral strike slip faults. Right-lateral
strike slip movement of the San Andreas Fault, for example means that the
western portion of the fault is slowly moving north while relative motion of the
eastern side is to the south.

San Andreas Fault Zone

The San Andreas Fault Zone extends nearly the entire length of California and
marks the plate boundary between the North American plate to the east and the
Pacific plate to the west. The San Andreas Fault is not represented by a single
trace but by a system of active faults that diverge from the main fault south of
San Jose.

Locally, the San Andreas Fault was responsible for the Great 1906 San
Francisco Earthquake (Magnitude 7.8) and the recent 1989 Loma Prieta
earthquake (Magnitude 6.9). Asilomar State Beach and Conference Grounds lies
approximately 36 miles southwest of the 1989 Loma Prieta Earthquake’s
epicenter. During recorded history, numerous California earthquakes of
magnitude greater than a magnitude 6.5 have occurred on this fault from Los
Angeles to Point Arena.4

The San Andreas Fault lies approximately 24 miles to the northeast of Asilomar
State Beach and Conference Grounds and ground shaking from earthquakes
generated by the San Andreas Fault System would likely affect the Asilomar area.

San Gregorio Fault Zone

The San Gregorio Fault Zone is made up of several shorter faults and extends
roughly parallel to the coast of California. The Palo Colorado Fault, part of the
San Gregorio Fault Zone, extends from a point that is roughly in the center of
Monterey Bay to the Big Sur area and is considered to be a part of the greater
San Gregorio Fault System. The Palo Colorado Fault is approximately 2.5 miles
off the coast of Asilomar.

The San Gregorio Fault Zone has not shown evidence of displacement. The
1989 Loma Prieta Earthquake did not appear to trigger secondary movement on

4 Magnitudes herein are expressed as Moment Magnitudes. Moment magnitude is related to the
physical size of a fault rupture and movement across a fault while Richter magnitude scale
reflects the maximum amplitude of a particular type of seismic wave. Moment magnitude
provides a physically meaningful measure of the size of a faulting event (CDMG, 1997). The
concept of “characteristic’ me